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Women’s suffrage 

In many countries women's suffrage was granted before universal suffrage, so women and men 

from certain races were still unable to vote Universal suffrage (also general suffrage or common 

suffrage) consists of the extension of the right to vote to all adults, without distinction as to race, 

sex, belief, or economic or social status. This would include right to vote or participate in 

government, most often in a democracy. 

1862 - Women (unmarried women and widows) and men get municipal franchise in relation to 

income level. 

1863 - An unmarried woman attains legal majority at the age of 25. She may renounce her majority 

if she wishes. Unmarried women only until 1909 

1869 Women in United Kingdom only in local elections, only unmarried women until 1894 

1894 United Kingdom extends right to vote in local elections to married women  

1906 Women in Finland  

1907 Women in Norway are permitted to stand for election 

1908 Denmark only in local elections  

1913 Norway  

1915 Denmark (full voting rights), Iceland with restrictions.  

1917 Netherlands the right to stand for elections 

1918 Austria, Estonia (the republican side in the civil war), Germany grants women the vote, 

Latvia, Poland, and Russia. United Kingdom and Ireland with restrictions: (women above the age of 

30, compared to 21 for men and 19 for those who had fought in World War One. All had a property 

qualification.). Hungary with restrictions. 

1919 Belarus, Belgium (only at municipal level), Hungary (April 2; somewhat restricted), 

Luxembourg, The Netherlands (right to stand in election granted in 1917), Ukraine, Sweeden 

1920 Albania, Czechoslovakia (later divided into the Czech Republic and Slovakia), Iceland 

restrictions lifted.  

1921 Lithuania, Romania (with restrictions), (Sweden held the first election where women may 

vote). Belgium women allowed to stand for elections. 

1922 Ireland (equal suffrage upon independence) 

1925 Italy (local elections only), Hungary ristricted  

1927 First partial recognition of the right to vote for women in Greece. 

1928 United Kingdom and Ireland franchise equal to that for men  



1929 local female suffrage in Romania 

1930 Turkey. Women permitted to vote in local elections in Greece. 

1931 Portugal (with restrictions following level of education), Spain  

1934 Cuba, Portugal expands suffrage, but still with restrictions, Turkey women can stand for 

elections. Greece women are entitled to vote in the local government elections. 

1937 Bulgaria vote granted for local elections “to mothers in legal mariage”. 

1938 Bulgaria vote granted for parliamentary elections “to married, divorced, and widowed” 

women.  

1944 Bulgaria quota for women in the Parliament. Charles de Gaulle enfranchised French women. 

1945 Croatia, Women voted in the first election in France October 21, Hungary full suffrage 

granted, Slovenia, Yugoslavia. Italy equal to that of men. Greece: Women have an equal vote and 

can be elected in the National Assembly. Suffrage restrictions lifted in Romania. 

1946 On the 2nd of June the Italian women voted for the first time for the Institutional referendum 

(the choice between monarchy and republic) and for the constituent Assembly. 

1947 Bulgaria, Malta  

1948 The Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted by the UN includes Article 21: The will 

of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government; this will shall be expressed in 

periodic and genuine elections which shall be by universal and equal suffrage and shall be held by 

secret vote or by equivalent free voting procedures. Restrictions for Belgium lifted.  

1949 Bosnia and Herzegovina 

1952 United Nations enacts Convention on the Political Rights of Women. Greece: women have the 

right to vote and can be elected in both local and general elections. However, they are excluded 

from the November elections, because of a delay in registering them in the voting catalogues. 

1958 Hungary women are permitted to stand for elections 

1959 San Marino (to vote) 

1960 Cyprus  

1962 Monaco  

1970 Andorra 

1971 Switzerland (on the federal level; introduced on the Cantonal (state) level from 1958-1990)  

1973 Andorra to stand for elections, San Marino to stand for elections 

1976 Portugal (restrictions lifted)  

1984 Liechtenstein  



1990 Switzerland (the Canton of Appenzell Innerrhoden is forced by the Federal Supreme Court of 

Switzerland to accept women's suffrage)  

 

Source: NationMaster: http://www.nationmaster.com Democracy statistics: Female suffrage by 

country: (http://www.nationmaster.com/graph/dem_fem_suf-democracy-female-suffrage#source) 

and Kvinfo http://www.kvinfo.dk/side/508/ and Wikipedia: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_women%27s_suffrage 
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Source: 
NationMaster: http://www.nationmaster.com
Democracy statistics: Female suffrage by country: (http://www.nationmaster.com/graph/dem_fem_suf-democracy-female-suffrage#source)
and Kvinfo http://www.kvinfo.dk/side/508/
and Wikipedia: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_women%27s_suffrage
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Seats in parliament held by women (% of total) 2006

Source: Human Development Report 2006
http://hdr.undp.org/hdr2006/statistics/indicators/231.html

% seats held by women
No Data
< 15 %
15 - 25 %
25 - 30 %
30 - 35 %
35 - 46 %

Refers to seats held by women
in a lower or single house or an
upper house or senate, where
relevant.
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Women in government at ministerial level (as % of total) 2005

Source: Kvindelige ministre i regeringen http://www.leksikon.org/sort_stat.php?id=25 05.02.07

 

% women in government
at ministerial level

No Data
< 15 %
15 - 25 %
25 - 30 %
30 - 35 %
35 - 55 %

Includes deputy prime ministers and ministers. Prime ministers were
also included when they held ministerial portfolios. Vice-presidents
and heads of ministerial-level departments or agencies were also
included when exercising a ministerial function in the government structure
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Female legislators, senior officials and managers (% of total) 2003

Source: Leksikon for det 21. århundrede, Kvindelige lovgivere og ledere, www.leksikon.org/sort_stat.php?id=4 05.02.07

 

% Female legislators, senior
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No Data
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Female legislators, senior officials and managers (% of total) 2003 

 

Women’s share of positions defined according to the International Standard Classification of 

Occupations (ISCO-88) to include legislators, senior government officials, traditional chiefs and 

heads of villages, senior officials of special-interest organizations, corporate managers, directors 

and chief executives, production and operations department managers and other department and 

general managers. 



Sweden

Spain

France

Finland

Italy

Poland

Germany

Romania

United Kingdom

Latvia

Greece

Bulgaria

Austria

Ireland

Hungary

Portugal

Lithaunia

Estonia

Slovakia

Denmark

Belgium

Netherlands

Slovenia

Distribution of managers by sex in EU Member States, 2005

Source: Report from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament, The European and Social Economic and
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http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/com/2007/com2007_0049en01.doc
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No Data

Cypress, Malta: data lack reliability
due to the small sample size.
Italy: change in data collection method.

 



Distribution of managers by sex in EU Member States, 2005 

 

Managers are persons classified in ISCO 12 and 13. 
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Women's income compared with men's income 2003

Source: Leksikon for det 21. århundrede, Kvinders indkomst ifht. Mænds, www.leksikon.org/stat.php?id=6, 05.02.07

Men's income is put as 100 in every country
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Gender Pay Gap 2005

Source: Report from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament, The European and Social Economic and
Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions. on equality between women and men – 2007, 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/com/2007/com2007_0049en01.doc

Pay gap between women and men in
unadjusted form 2005. Difference be-
tween men’s and women’s average
gross hourly earnings as a percentage
of men’s average gross hourly earnings.

%
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10 - 15 %
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Female employment rate 2002 

Source: Regions: Statistical yearbook 2005.
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Women's Part-time Employment 2001

Source: UNECE Statistical Division and OECD database, 4.11 Part-time employment by sex for selected countries, 1990 and 2001,
http://www.unece.org/stats/trends/ch4/4.11.xls 05.02.07

% of employed women
No Data
0 - 6 %
6 - 12 %
12 - 24 %
24 - 40 %

Part-time employment refers
to persons who usually work
less than 30 hours per week.
Data for 2000 for Germany,
Austria, Romania, and Poland
is of 2001 instead.
Data for Belgium, Germany,
Norway, Luxembourg, France,
Sweden, Denmark, Turkey,
and Spain covers only the
population between the ages
16 to 64.
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Women's Part-time Employment 1990

Source: UNECE Statistical Division and OECD database, 4.11 Part-time employment by sex for selected countries, 1990 and 2001,
http://www.unece.org/stats/trends/ch4/4.11.xls 05.02.07

% of employed women
No Data
0 - 6 %
6 - 12 %
12 - 24 %
24 - 40 %

Part-time employment refers
to persons who usually work
less than 30 hours per week.
Data for Romania, Latvia,
Czech Republic, Slovakia,
Slovenia, and Bulgaria is of
1990 instead.
Data for Belgium, Germany,
Norway, Luxembourg, France,
Sweden, Denmark, Turkey,
and Spain covers only the
population between the ages
16 to 64.
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Source: Report from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament, The European and Social Economic and
Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions. on equality between women and men – 2007, 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/com/2007/com2007_0049en01.doc
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Sweden: 91%

Finland: 67%

Norway: 82%

Denmark: 94%

Children age 3-5 in publicly funded chilcare 2002

Source: Politicising parenthood in Scandinavia, by anne Lise Ellingsæter and Arnlaug Leira

% of all children in the age group.
Children in childcare centres and family care.

 



Sweden: 65%

Finland: 36%

Norway: 40%

Denmark: 78%

Children age 2-3 in publicly funded chilcare 2002

Source: Politicising parenthood in Scandinavia, by anne Lise Ellingsæter and Arnlaug Leira

% of all children in the age group.
Children in childcare centres and family care.

 



Turkey: 12 weeks

Sweden: 15 weeks

France: 16 weeks

Finland: 18 weeks

Spain: 16 weeks

Poland: 16 weeks
Germany: 14 weeks

Norway: 9 weeks

Italy: 21 weeks

United Kingdom: 52 weeks

Iceland: 13 weeks

Greece: 17 weeks

Hungary: 24 weeksAustria: 16 weeks

Ireland: 26 weeks

Portugal: 17 weeks

Czech Republic: 28 weeks
Slovakia: 28 weeks

Denmark: 18 weeks

Switzerland: 16 weeks

Belgium: 15 weeks
Netherlands: 16 weeks

Luxembourg: 16 weeks

Maternity leave 2005/2006

Source: OECD Family Database: www.oecd.org/els/social/family/database FP7: Key characteristics of parental leave systems 12.02.07

Payment % of wage
No Data
< 50 %
50 - 60 %
60 - 75 %
75 - 90 %
90 - 100 %
See notes

Calculated full-time equivalent
of paid maternity leave, 
2005/2006.
Belgium: Paid at 82% for first
   4 weeks and 75% for remai-
   ning 11.
Ireland: Paid at 80% for first 18
   weeks + 8 weeks unpaid.
United Kingdom: Calculated at
   90% for initial 6 weeks and then
   flat rate (aprox 33% of average
   wage) for 20 weeks, 26 weeks
   is unpaid.

 



Sweden: 11 weeks

France: 2 weeks

Finland: 3 weeks

Spain: 0 weeks

Poland: 2 weeks
Germany: 0 weeks

Italy: 0 weeks

Norway: 6 weeks

United Kingdom: 2 weeks

Iceland: 13 weeks

Greece: 0 weeks

Hungary: 1 weeksAustria: 0 weeks

Ireland: 0 weeks

Portugal: 1 weeks

Denmark: 2 weeks

Belgium: 2 weeks
Netherlands: 0 weeks

Luxembourg: 0 weeks

Paternity leave 2005/2006

Source: OECD Family Database: www.oecd.org/els/social/family/database FP7: Key characteristics of parental leave systems 12.02.07

Norway: 2 weeks unpaid + 4 weeks paid at 80%.
Sweden: 100/80% rate of allowance. Calculated
at 100% for the first 2 weeks and then at 80%.

Payment % of wage
No Data
0 %
1 - 50 %
50 - 80 %
80 - 100 %
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The length of Maternity leave, Paternity leave
and Parental leave 2005/2006

Source: OECD Family Database: www.oecd.org/els/social/family/database FP7: Key characteristics of parental leave systems 12.02.07

Weeks
No Data
20 - 60
60 - 90
90 - 120
120 - 150
150 - 180

 



Sweden: 51 weeks

Finland: 26 weeks

France: 156 weeks

Poland: 156 weeks
Germany: 104 weeks

Norway: 42 weeks

Italy: 12 weeks

Iceland: 13 weeks

Hungary: 80 weeksAustria: 104 weeks

Czech Republic: 156 weeks
Slovakia: 156 weeks

Denmark: 32 weeks

Belgium: 12 weeks
Luxembourg: 26 weeks

Parental leave 2005/2006

Source: OECD Family Database: www.oecd.org/els/social/family/database FP7: Key characteristics of parental leave systems 12.02.07

Payment % of wage
No Data
0 - 15 %
15 - 30 %
30 - 70 %
70 - 100 %
See notes

 



Russia: 28 weeks

Turkey: 12 weeks

Sweden: 52 weeks

Ukraine: 18 weeks

France: 22 weeks

Finland: 44 weeks

Spain: 16 weeks

Poland: 16 weeks
Germany: 14 weeks

Belarus: 18 weeks

Norway: 52 weeks

Romania: 18 weeks

Italy: 21,700001 weeks

United Kingdom: 18 weeks

Iceland: 26 weeks

Bulgaria: 99 weeks

Greece: 16 weeks

Hungary: 24 weeks

Latvia: 16 weeks

Austria: 16 weeks

Ireland: 18 weeks

Portugal: 26 weeks

Lithaunia: 18 weeks

Czech Republic: 28 weeks

Estonia: 18 weeks

Croatia: 26 weeks

Slovakia: 28 weeks

Denmark: 52 weeks

Switzerland: 16 weeks
Moldova: 16 weeks

Belgium: 15 weeks
Netherlands: 16 weeks

Albania: 52 weeks

Luxembourg: 16 weeks

Andorra: 16 weeks

Malta: 14 weeks

Monaco: 16 weeks

Maternity and Parental Leaves, 1999-2002

Source: The Clearing House on International Developments on Child, Youth and Family Policies, At Colombia University: http://www.childpolicyintl.org/

 

% of Wage Replaced

40 - 60 %
60 - 70 %
70 - 80 %
80 - 90 %
90 - 100 %

No Data

See notes



Maternity and Parental Leaves, 1999-2002 

 

Albania: 50-80% of wage replaced. 

Austria: plus 52 weeks parental leave at partial wage. 

Belarus: + Lump sum. 

Belgium: 75-80% of wage replaced. 

Bulgaria: duration of leave is from 17.3 to 26 weeks at 90%. Until age 2 at minimum wage, age 2-3 

unpaid. 

Croatia: + Lump sum. +1 year unpaid. 

Denmark: 2 weeks paternity leave. 

Finland: Parental/childrearing leave until child is age 3, paid at flat rate. 

France: 26 weeks for 3rd child. 100% wage for maternity and paternity leaves and flat rate for 

parental leave. Parental leave with 2 or more children up to child’s 3rd birthday, at flat rate, income 

tested. 

Germany: additional 104 weeks at flat rate/ Income tested, 3rd year unpaid. 

Hungary: income tested child rearing leave up to age 3. 

Iceland: Flat rate + dependent benefit. 

Italy: + 6 month parental leave at 30% 

Lithuanian: up to 52 weeks to 60%. 1 year child care leave at 60% of wage. 

Malta: Flat rate. 

Netherlands Unemployed mothers at lower rate. Plus 6 months parental leave per parent, unpaid 

Norway: or 42 weeks at 100%. Paternity leave (80%), 4 weeks, use it or lose it. Childrearing leave 

up to age 2.  

Poland: 16 weeks for first child 18 weeks for subsequent births 26 weeks for multiple births. 

Additional 24 month leave (36 for single parent) at flat rate. 

Portugal: Paternity leave, 15 days at 50% and up to 24 months unpaid parental leave. 

Romania: Up to age 1 65% wage. Parental leave up to age 2. Sick childcare up to 14 days. 

Russia: + Lump sum. Up to 18 months at minimum wage.  

Slovak Republic: Extended parental leave at flat rate. 

Slovenia:  +Lump sum. 

Spain: 2 days paternity leave at 100%. Unpaid parental leave until child is age 3. 



Sweden: + 3 months at flat rate, + 3 months unpaid and up to 60 days sick child leave at 80%. 

Leave to care for a sick child. 

Switzerland: Varies by Canton. 

United Kingdom: 6 weeks at 90% 12 weeks at low flat rate. 13 weeks unpaid parental leave, can be 

taken up to child’s 5th birthday. 

Sweden plus 3 months at flat rate, plus 3 months unpaid and up to 60 days sick child leave at 80% 

 

Source: The Clearing House on International Developments on Child, Youth and Family Policies. 

At Colombia University: http://www.childpolicyinstl.org/ 
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Abortion Rules 2007

Source: BBC News, Europe’s abortion rules, http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/6235557.stm 05.02.07 
For Norway: Helse Bergen Haukeland Universitetssykehus: http://www.helse-bergen.no/avd/kvinneklinikken/diagnose/Abortloven.htm?

Abortion Rules
No Data
To save life of mother
As above and to preserve woman’s physical or mental health
As above and for economic or social reasons 
Available on request

 



Abortion Rules 2007 

 

In most countries the gestational limit is 12 weeks.  

 

Austria: Gestational limit: First three months - in practice often before 12 weeks. May be performed 

after 12 weeks if necessary to avoid serious danger to the woman's physical or mental health; if the 

child is at risk of being born with a serious physical or mental defect; or if the woman is under 14 

years of age. In practice, the ability of a woman to pay for an abortion is an important factor. It is 

difficult for women to get an abortion outside Vienna and other big cities. Few doctors perform 

abortions in private practice in rural areas.  

 

Belarus. Available on request 

 

Belgium: Woman must say she is in a "state of distress". Abortions allowed at any stage later in 

pregnancy if two physicians agree there is a serious risk to the health of the mother or that the child 

has an "extremely serious and incurable disease".  

 

Bulgaria: Between 12 and 20 weeks, abortion is permitted only if the woman is suffering from a 

proven, documented case of a disease that could endanger the life of mother or child. After 20 

weeks, abortion is permitted only if the woman's life is in danger or evidence is found of severe 

foetal impairment.  

 

Cyrus: Gestational limit: 28 weeks. Allowed to save a woman's life, to preserve her mental or 

physical health or in cases of rape or incest and if the child is likely to be born with serious 

disabilities. The UN says that although not specified by law, in practice abortion is performed 

within 28 weeks of gestation. Free of charge for patients eligible for free medical care. Anyone 

caught performing an unlawful abortion is liable to seven years' imprisonment. A woman inducing 

her own abortion is liable to the same punishment. In practice, terminations are often carried out for 

social and economic reasons.  

 

Czech Republic: After 12 weeks, pregnancy can be terminated only if the woman's life or health is 

endangered or in the case of suspected foetal impairment. Therapeutic abortion is permitted up to 26 



weeks. Women who have had an abortion are not allowed another within six months unless they 

have had two deliveries, are at least 35 years of age or the pregnancy was the result of a rape. 

 

Denmark: After 12 weeks, if the pregnancy does pose a risk to the woman's life or of serious 

deterioration to her physical or mental health. No cost, part of the public health system.  

 

The Faroe Islands: Gestational limit: 16 weeks. If there is a risk to life of woman, in cases of rape 

and severe risk of foetal malformation. If married, consent is required from the husband.  

 

Estonia: Abortions are permitted until 22 weeks for health reasons and certain other reasons, 

including pregnancy at a very young age (under 16) or over 45 years of age. A woman choosing to 

have an abortion must pay a larger cost of the abortion than she would if it should be performed on 

medical grounds.  

 

Finland: Gestational limit: 24 weeks. Abortions permitted up to 12 weeks to save the woman's life, 

to preserve her mental health, for economic or social reasons or in the cases of rape or incest. 

Available up to 20 weeks if there is a risk to the physical health of woman or if she is younger than 

17. The procedure can be performed up to 24 weeks if the woman's life is at risk or there is a risk of 

foetal malformation. Abortion is free of charge under national health insurance but women must 

pay hospital fees. The International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF) says that in practice a 

woman can get an abortion on demand, but illegal abortion is rare.  

 

France: The woman must claim to be in a "state of distress" because of her pregnancy. After 12 

weeks, abortions are allowed only if the pregnancy poses a grave danger to the woman's health or 

there is a risk the child will suffer from a severe illness recognised as incurable.  

 

Germany: The procedure is not covered by public health insurance except for women with low 

income. The law includes penalties for people who force a pregnant woman to obtain an abortion or 

who induce a pregnant woman to have an abortion by maliciously withholding support payments.  

 



Greece: Abortions are allowed up to 19 weeks in the case of rape or incest and 24 weeks in cases of 

foetal abnormality. The United Nations says the public is still not fully aware of the new laws and 

illegal abortions are still common.  

 

Hungary: If the pregnancy endangers the life of the woman, or the foetus shows malformation that 

renders any form of postnatal life impossible, the abortion can be performed at any time during 

pregnancy.  

 

Iceland: Gestational limit. 16 weeks. Allowed to save the life of the woman, to preserve her 
physical or mental health, in case of  rape or incest or foetal impairment or for economic or social 
reasons. 
 

Ireland: Gestational limit: No set limit. Allowed only if woman's life is at risk (including the risk of 

suicide). Women can have counselling and advice on options, and can leave the country to have the 

procedure elsewhere - more than 6,000 a year go to the UK for a termination.  

 

Italy: After 12 weeks, abortion is allowed only if the foetus has a genetic deficiency or to preserve 

the physical and mental health of the mother. An abortion must be performed if there are staff 

willing to perform the procedure. The influence of the Roman Catholic Church - and the threat of 

excommunication for anyone performing an abortion and any woman obtaining an abortion - means 

the majority of physicians and other healthcare professionals invoke a conscience clause allowing 

them to be exempted on moral or religious grounds.  

 

Latvia: After the first three months, special authorisation is required but non-medical reasons can 

include the death of the husband during pregnancy; imprisonment of the pregnant woman or her 

husband; divorce during pregnancy; pregnancy following rape; and history of child disability in the 

family. 

 

Lithuania: After 12 weeks, special authorisation is required. The laws are similar to Latvia.  

 

Luxembourg: Allowed during first 12 weeks to save a woman's life, to preserve her mental or 

physical health, for economic or social reasons in the cases of rape or incest or foetal impairment. 

After 12 weeks, the law allows abortion only if there is a very serious threat to the health of the 



woman or the unborn child. A doctor is not required to perform an abortion except when the life of 

the pregnant woman is in imminent danger. The UN says there remains a reluctance among doctors 

to perform abortions, partly because of the country's religious conservatism.  

 

Malta: Abortion is prohibited in all circumstances. Anyone performing an abortion - or a woman 

who performs one on herself or consents to the procedure - can be jailed for between 18 months and 

three years. A physician, surgeon, obstetrician, or pharmacist who performs an abortion faces a jail 

term of 18 months to four years and a lifelong ban from exercising his or her profession. The 

government and bishops on the island objected strongly to moves in 2000 to perform abortions on a 

ship in international waters off Malta.  

 

The Netherlands: Gestational limit: 13 weeks. Abortion is allowed after 13 weeks (up to 24 weeks) 

if she claims to be in a state of distress. Women in the Netherlands are able to obtain abortions free 

of charge under the government-sponsored national health insurance system.  

 

Norway: No cost, part of the public health system. After 12 weeks, the law allows abortion only to 

preserve the women’s mental or physical health, her life situation, if she is a minor, in the cases of 

rape or incest or foetal impairment. After 18 weeks, the law only allows abortion if a very serious 

reasons. 

 

Poland: Allowed to save a woman's life, to preserve her mental or physical health or in the cases of 

rape or incest or foetal impairment. After 12 weeks, abortions are allowed only if continued 

pregnancy would endanger the life or health of the pregnant woman.  

 

Portugal: Gestational limit: 16 weeks. Allowed within the first 12 weeks of pregnancy to save a 

woman's life or to preserve her mental or physical health. Abortions are allowed within 16 weeks in 

the cases of rape or another sexual crime and up to 24 weeks if there is a risk that the child will be 

born with an incurable disease or malformation. Portugal's laws will now be liberalised to allow 

abortions on request within the first 10 weeks of pregnancy, after a referendum which saw almost 

60% of voters back the move. It was not legally binding, because less than half the electorate voted.  

 



Romania: Gestational limit: 14 weeks. Abortions may be performed later in pregnancy if absolutely 

necessary for therapeutic reasons, according to legal provisions. A doctor who performs an illegal 

abortion faces suspension.  

 

Slovakia: It is allowed only if at least six months have elapsed since a previous abortion, except in 

the case of a woman who has had two other births or is 35 years of age or older, or in the case of 

rape. Abortions after 12 weeks are only allowed for medical and genetic reasons and in cases of 

rape or other sexual crimes.  

 

Slovenia: Gestational limit: 10 weeks. Conditions: After the first 10 weeks of pregnancy, special 

authorisation is required.  

 

Spain: Gestational limit: 22 weeks. Abortions are allowed to avoid serious risk to physical or 

mental health of the woman within the first 12 weeks or if the pregnancy is a result of rape or in 

case of foetal impairment. The procedure must be performed within the first 22 weeks.  

 

Sweden: Gestational limit: 18 weeks. Abortion is subsidised by the government.  

 

Switzerland: To save the life of the woman, to preserve her physical or mental health. 
 

Turkey: Available on request 
 

Ukraine: Available on request. 

 

United Kingdom: Gestational limit: 24 weeks. Abortion is allowed in England, Wales and Scotland 

to save a woman's life, for health, economic or social reasons. In Northern Ireland, the woman's 

health must be at risk.  

 

Source: BBC News, Europe’s abortion rules, http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/6235557.stm 

12.02.07  

For Norway: Helse Bergen Haukeland Universitetssykehus: http://www.helse-

bergen.no/avd/kvinneklinikken/diagnose/Abortloven.htm? 

For Iceland: http://www.un.org/esa/population/publications/abortion/doc/iceland.doc 
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Predominant religions in Europe 

The most popular religions of Europe are the following: 

Roman Catholicism: Countries or areas with significant Catholic populations are Andorra, Austria, 

west Belarus, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, the Czech Republic, France, south and 

west Germany, Hungary, Northern Ireland, the Republic of Ireland, Italy, Latgale region in Latvia, 

Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Monaco, south Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, 

Romania, San Marino, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, central and south Switzerland, and Vatican City. 

There are also large Catholic minorities in Great Britain: England, Scotland, Wales and most 

European countries.  

Orthodox Christianity: The countries with significant Orthodox populations are Greece, Russia, 

Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Macedonia, Moldova, Montenegro, Armenia, Serbia, Ukraine, 

Romania, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Georgia, easternmost Hungary, a small minority in Southern Italy, 

Kazakhstan, sizable minorities in Albania, Latvia and Lithuania, small minority in Poland, Finland 

(Karelia), a relatively small minority in the European part of Turkey belong to the Greek Orthodox 

church.  

Protestantism: Countries with significant Protestant populations include Denmark, Estonia, Finland, 

north and east Germany, Iceland, Latvia, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden; east, north and west 

Switzerland; and the United Kingdom. There are significant minorities in France, the Czech 

Republic, Hungary and the Republic of Ireland. Smaller Protestant churches and their missionary 

work are found in Belgium, Czech Republic, Lithuania, Russia, Slovakia and Ukraine.  

Islam: Countries with significant Muslim population are Albania, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Macedonia, Montenegro, several republics of Russia, 

Serbia (especially in Kosovo), Turkey, Crimea in Ukraine. Also, as of 2005, about 5% of EU 

residents identify themselves as Muslims, with well-established immigrant communities in 

Germany, the United Kingdom, Benelux countries, Sweden and France, and small but fast-growing 

minorities of Muslims by recent immigration in Denmark, Greece, Italy, Portugal, and Spain. 

Other religions are practised by smaller groups in Europe. 

 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Europe 05.02.07 
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Same-sex marriage and partnership in 2007 

 

Legal recognition of same-sex relationships can be categorised in three main groups:  

 

Marriage  

Where the rights, responsibilities and legal recognition given to same-sex couples who marry is the 

same as those for married heterosexual couples. 

 

Registered partnership & registered cohabitation  

Where specific and enumerated rights, responsibilities and legal recognition are given to same-sex 

couples who register their partnership. The rights, responsibilities and legal recognition can be 

identical to or fairly close to those for married heterosexual couples (allowing for the limited 

competence of state or province in a federal system), or clearly inferior to those for married 

heterosexual couples. The registration system is often available to unmarried heterosexual couples. 

 

Unregistered cohabitation  

Where rights and responsibilities are automatically accrued after a specified period of cohabitation, 

almost always available to unmarried heterosexual couples. 
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